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The Year in Review
Deep Portage is a multi-faceted Learning Center and 2011 was a year that allowed each facet to shine! A few of
the highlights: 

A big “THANK YOU” to our donors and participants who have made this past year another great one. We look
forward to the year ahead and have already kicked off a new food initiative and a gardening initiative. We are
excited for many more bright-eyed youngsters ready to have a Deep Portage expedition!

Lynne Harrington, President - Deep Portage Foundation

Sustainable Energy Program – during
the year we completed multiple projects
that now deliver 10 kilowatts of solar
electricity, 10 kilowatts of wind turbine
electricity and a 700-gallon-per-day solar
hot water system. Solar furnaces now
heat Classrooms 1 and 2, the Interpretive
Center is heated with a new wood
gasifier, and through many electrical and
envelope improvements, our main
campus facility has a significantly
smaller carbon footprint!  Deep Portage’s

electrical bill has been reduced by 50% and our reliance on propane
is now at 10% of our 2007 usage level. These improvements were
made with a grant from the Legislative Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources and a Federal Department of Energy grant. 

Student Programming - During our fiscal year, we served nearly
9,000 program participants. Many of the students that attend our
residential school-year programs are from under-resourced schools
and were able to attend because we have the lowest tuition rate of
any accredited environmental education center. We continue to offer
the best staff-to-student ratio of 1 to 15 or less, and our school clients

appreciate our efforts to book only one school on campus at a time.  Deep Portage summer camps were
enjoyed by over 400 campers! 

Adult and Community Programs - Skiers, hikers and hunters of all
ages visit Deep Portage throughout the year. Our “Friends”
memberships provided $15,500 towards the cost of maintaining our
trails, providing equipment for our staff and students and holding
valuable community programs that focus on outdoor skills, natural
resource education and entertainment.

The Deep Portage Bird Observatory - puts Cass County on the map
as a place for birding research and as a birding destination.  In the last
five years Deep Portage staff have observed 275 species of birds in
Cass County. Banding, point counts and bird surveys have led to
increased knowledge of distribution of our local avian friends.
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Written by Joshua Sweet, Deep Portage Learning Center

As colder weather descends upon Deep
Portage, one of the greatest predators of the
North Woods changes color from autumn
brown to snowy white. Though only seven
to fourteen inches in length, the ermine
remains an active hunter throughout the
winter season. Also known as a short tailed
weasel, this fierce carnivore is a spectacle to
see at Deep Portage Conservation Reserve. 

While the elusive ermine weighs only two to
five ounces, it has quite the appetite and is
more than capable of consuming up to 30
percent of its own body weight each day.
While pursuing mice, voles, birds, and
rabbits, this native Minnesota mammal will

trek through the snow almost soundlessly. This adaptation is primarily
due to the fact that when chasing prey, an ermine’s back legs will land
precisely where its front legs have already laid tracks. 

Ermine populations can be found across Minnesota in all seasons in
habitats ranging from forests to prairie grasslands. However, despite their
immaculate camouflage and ability to defend themselves, the ermine will
often fall victim to larger predators in the North Woods. Some of the most
common predators include birds of prey and the mink, a larger relative in
the weasel family. 

In hopes of catching a glimpse of this remarkable creature and other
wildlife, we invite you to come visit us at Deep Portage Conservation
Reserve. Our trails and interpretive center are open 365 days a year and
admission is free. Call for hours and special events. 

Facebook.com/DeepPortage
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ADULT WINGSHOOTING SCHOOL
MAY 18-20, 2012 | TUITION: $425

Deep Portage, The Deep Portage Chapter of the Ruffed Grouse Society,
and King Shooting Sports are teaming up to make you a better shot. This
class covers the basics of good wingshooting techniques. Our instructors
teach a modified “Churchill” method of instinctive shooting. Both
classroom and field instruction will cover topics such as safe gun
handling, gun selection, and gun fit as well as techniques for proper grip,
stance, pre-mount, mount and swing. Instructor to student ratio is 1:4
ensuring all participants receive personal attention in the classroom and
in extensive practice on our sporting clay range.

CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED TO FIRST 20 REGISTRANTS
REGISTRATION REQUIRES A 

$100 NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

Name:

Home Phone: (              )

Cell Phone: (              )

Email:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Send registration form to:
DEEP PORTAGE CAMPS

2197 Nature Center Drive NW • Hackensack, MN 56452
Questions? Call toll free (888) 280-9908 or (218) 682-2325

or check our website: www.deep-portage.org
Email: portage@uslink.net
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Robert B. Berry, 
Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation
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Karl J. Fox
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Clair & Catherine Larson
Dan Larson
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Mr. & Mrs. Rick Mattox
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& Karen Merrick

Chester & Miriam Meyers
Norm & Sue Moody
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Dr. Gregory Pappenfus
Mrs. Janice Paulsen
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Pelzl
Paul & Margy Peterson
Olaf Pfannkuch
Lollie Plank
Greg & Juliane Proper
Matthew & Andrea Ray
Robert W. Maynard Fund, 
The Minneapolis Foundation

David Schmitt & Maria Villasen
A. Jeffrey Schreur
Mike & Jodi Schwinler, 
Fort Pierre Motel

Robert Seibert
Mrs. Frances Seward
Jeannette Silbaugh
Rolf Smeby

Bud & Jan Smith
Steve Solstad
Ken & Ione Strandberg
StrikeMaster Corporation
Mrs. Dorothy Swanson 
& Family

MN Division, The Izaak 
Walton League of America
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Jerry & Beth Trout
Lisa & Jim Tuller
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Ernie & Barb Waldron
Maxine Wallin
John & Donna Walseth
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Dr. Emmerson Ward
Verna Westin
Jean Whitney
Arnold & Mary Wilke
Bo & Nicole Wilke
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Jim & Peggy Wills
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& David Knoblauch

Dennis Wuebker
Darrell & Sue Zenk
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Dean & Martha Adolph
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Dr. Bob & Jackie Becker
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Keith & Karen Benjamin
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William Bing
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Biniek
Paul Blomgren 
& Lynne Harrington

Jeff & Corinne Bolser
Allan & Joy Boyken
Evelyn F. Brandt
Cathryn Brenner
Shirley & David Brown
Robert & Coral Buchman
Tom Buchman
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce M. Carlson
Don & Lois Catchpool
Sandy & Lee Chapman
Mike & Teresa Chasteen
Benjamin & Elizabeth Clayton
James & Deborah Cook
Don & Linda Coulter
Dwight & Lorrie Coulter
Robert & Lucy Crom
Clare Croteau
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Dahl
Barbara & Bill Dean

Deep Portage Conservation 
Fund, Minnesota Community 
Foundation

Gary & Marcie DeVries
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dietz
Sandie & Bill Dillon
Bill & Helen Dobson
Sheryle Drake
Mrs. Denise Drill
Donna Dustin
John Edmundson
Tom Eggum
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Eikenberry
Donald H. & Deanna M. Engen
Sindy English
Dr. & Mrs. Roy Enquist
Bob & Dianne Erickson
Don & Sherry Feige
David F. Feldner
Randy Ferrin
Brad & Kay Ferris
Dorothy Fisker
Luther Fjelstad
Keith & Elsie Forsythe
Marian Freed
Gloria Freeman
Missy Freeman
Jay Frischman
Sherrie Gayken & Kimi Wilson
Ms. Lynne M. Gehrke
Frank & Ruth Geiger
Franklin & Ruth Geiger
Max & Sally Gilbert
Dennis Gormley & Dixie Trout 
Rick & Ginny Green
Charles Greenman
John & Thelma Grimley
James Halloran
Steve Hane
Bob & Joyce Hansen
Jon & Marilyn Hansen
Marty Hansen
Mary Hargens
Barbara Harrington
Cynthia Harrington

Jim & Sharon Harrison
Dr. Robert & 
Mrs. Maryanne Harry

Mel & Marianne Hauck
Dr. Cole Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hawkins
Andrew & Shakunthala Heal
Joe & Char Heino
Charles & Dawn Helscher
Donald Hemming
Mary Hoffman
Mary Jo Holte
Don & Heidi Hoppe
Lucinda Hruska-Claeys
Lucy G. Imholte
Mrs. Nancy A. Jackson
Audrey Johnson
Martha Johnson
Ms. Martha M. Johnson
Shirley Johnson
Carl & Lee Johnson
Mary Johnson & Jeff Schneider
Harley & Vae Kaiser
Rich & Gretchen Katzenberger
Harris J. Keene
Rick Kempnich, Companeros
Ms. Kay P. Kindred
Ron & Gloria Knautz
Ms. Shelly Knuths
Tom & Linda Kuschel
Kevin & Sue Larson
William J. Lau, Jr.
Mark & Darlene Layton
Ms. Peggy Lee
Dennis Litfin
Kristi Loftis
Mary Lee & Dave Losby
Mary Ellen & Ken Lowery
Clarence Luhmann
Jamie & Amy Jo Madson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Magnuson
Dale & Joyce Matte
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Maus
Arthur & Debra May
Tom & Judy McKernon

Peter T. McKinney
Dale Menten
Tim Meyer & Mark Funk
Beverly D. Miller
MN Division, Izaak Walton 
League of America

James & Carol Moody
Norm & Sue Moody
Joanne & Lee Moren
Bonnie Mulligan
Eleanor J. Nelson
Nisswa Garden Club
Mike & Sue North
Mrs. Lauriel Novotny
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey P. Oberman
Bob O’Hara
Jim Oltman
Mrs. Janice Paulsen
Ms. Faye Pepin
Ms. Sylvia Peterson
Keller Pollock
Portage Lake Association
Greg & Juliane Proper
Jackie & George Rautio
Del & Betsy Reed
Ron & Nancy Reich
Thomas J. Renick
Ms. Anne Renner-Evans
Fred & Sharon Renshaw
Arnold Rholl
Maxine Richmond
Ms. Sandra Y. Richmond
John Roach
Joan Rueter
Robert and Esther Rupp
David & Penny Savory
Frederick & Jane Schmidt
Janet Schmitt
Dave & Karla Schneider
David & Sally Schreur
Mike Schwinler
Ron & Mickey Scott
Eugene & Kathleen Severens
Craig & Kathy Severson
Bernadette Shenkyr

Brett & Susan Short
Phyllis Sieveke
Rolf C. Smeby
Wm. Yale Smiley, Jr.
Allyn & Kaye Smith
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Marna & Bill Stevens
Ronald & Janet Stokesbary
Tim & Mary Surma
Jim Tuller, 
Swanson’s Bait & Tackle

Charles & Penny Swanum
Richard F. & Evelyn N. Teegen
Norman & Norma Telander
Richard Teskey
The Prudential Foundation 
Matching Gifts Program

Michael & Deborah Thompson
Patrick Tierney
Mrs. Elvera L. Torrison
Doug & Sue Toth
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Tower
Milo & Joanne M. Tritz
Dr. Katherine Turnbull
Mrs. Mary Ann Valley
Brian & Lisa Van Vickle
Larry & Sue Voeller
Barb Voth
Forrest & Jane Watson
Kathleen & Donald Wieland
Bo & Nicole Wilke
David & Sharron Williams
Bruce & Donna Winder
James E. Winkler
Suzanne Woodrich & 
David Knoblauch

Warren & Sally Wulfekuhler
Xcel Energy Foundation   
Matching Program

Fritz & Margaret Zieffler
Tom & Lynn Zweiner
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Friends of Deep Portage is the membership which
provides support to the education and conservation
programming.

Membership Benefits Include:
▼ a subscription to the Deep Portage Log
▼ Discounts on Saturday Programming

(excluding materials fees)
▼ Deep Portage Mug with annual animal design

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

PHONE (             )
We do not distribute our mailing list to other organizations.

B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R …

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & GIFTING OPPORTUNITIES
■■ Individual Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35

■■ Household Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50

■■ Centurion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 100 - $499

■■ Patron  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 500 - $999

■■ Benefactor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1000 +

■■ Brick by Brick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 (Building Fund)

■■ School Scholarship Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $_________

■■ Green Campus Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $_________

■■ Endowment Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $_________

■■ Do Not Send Mug

Please enclose this form with payment in an envelope and mail to :
DEEP PORTAGE LEARNING CENTER
2197 NATURE CENTER DRIVE NW
HACKENSACK, MN 56452-2431
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Deep Portage Foundation
September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011
Statement of Activities (audited)

Public Support &
Other Revenue

Public Support $ 156,310

Fees $ 719,699

Sales $ 39,007
Less Cost of Goods Sold $ (24,303)

Interest & Investments $ 5,374

Total Revenue $ 896,087

Expenses

Educational Programs $ 787,793

General Administrative $ 103,391

Total Expenses $ 891,184

Change in Assets $ 4,903



2 0 1 2  S U M M E R  Y O U T H  C A M P S

UPLAND BIRD
JULY 22-27, 2012 | TUITION: $400 | AGES: 12 - 16

PREREQUISITE: 
MN DNR FIREARMS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

Sponsored by the Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants Forever, this
camp offers campers that have a firearms safety certificate the
opportunity to learn the basics of hunting upland game birds. Classes
cover the habits and habitat needs of game birds as well as safe and
proper wingshooting techniques and even how to prepare and cook
game birds. Students will learn ethical hunting techniques and the role
of conservation organizations in maintaining the sport of game bird
hunting as well as how to locate hunting areas and how to respect
private landowners. Trained dogs are an important aspect of upland
bird hunting so this course includes a field trip to Pine Shadows
Kennel where students learn about bird dog breeds and training
techniques. Upland Bird Camp is a great way to meet friends and learn
about birds and bird hunting.

MINI CAMP - YOU CAN DO IT!
JULY 1-3, 2012 | TUITION: $200 | AGES 9-16

This short camp is an economical way for kids to get a taste of
outdoor adventure at Deep Portage. Activities include Canoeing,
Fishing, Climbing Wall , Water Canaries, Wilderness Survival and
Campfires. Focus is on helping campers build skills, knowledge, and
self-esteem. For Boys and Girls Ages 9-16.

FORKHORN I
SESSION 1: JUNE 10-15, 2012
SESSION 2: JUNE 17-22, 2012

SESSION 3: JULY 22-27, 2012 (ALL GIRLS CAMP)
SESSION 4: AUGUST 5-10, 2012

TUITION: $400 / $360 FOR MDHA MEMBERS | AGES: 11-16
Sponsored by the Minnsota Deer Hunters Association, this camp
provides participants with basic knowledge necessary to become an
ethical, responsible, and successful deer hunter. To understand our
prey, we study white-tailed deer biology, habits, habitat needs.
Campers then learn hunting skills including marksmanship and field
to feast game care and preparation. Students that do not yet have
their MN DNR Firearms Safety Certificate (required to hunt in MN)
will be trained by DNR Firearms Safety instructors and can test to
receive their certificate as part of the camp experience.

FORKHORN II
SESSION 1: JUNE 17-22, 2012 | SESSION 2: JULY 8-13, 2012

TUITION: $400 / $360 FOR MDHA MEMBERS
AGES: 12-16 

PREREQUISITE: MN DNR FIREARMS SAFETY CERTIFICATE
Sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association, this
advanced hunting camp is for youth who have received their 
MN DNR Firearms Safety Certificate. It is a more intensive camp 
that takes students beyond the basic white-tailed deer hunting and
offers training in bow hunting, map and compass skills, specialty
hunting techniques, marksmanship training, ethical hunting
practices, and game care and preparation. Students will be certified
in the Minnesota Bowhunter Education Program (MBEP) as part of 
the camp.

FORKHORN III
JULY 29-AUGUST 3, 2012

TUITION: $400 / $360 FOR MDHA MEMBERS
AGES: 13-16 

PREREQUISITE: MN DNR FIREARMS SAFETY CERTIFICATE
Sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association, this
advanced camp is a sampler covering several hunting and outdoor
disciplines. It includes topics such as: Minnesota's wildlife heritage,
small game, big game, waterfowl, planning the hunt, and shotgun
wingshooting techniques. Campers also learn advanced first aid,
wilderness survival, advanced game tracking, wild edibles, fair chase
philosophy, and more.

IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE CAMP
JULY 29-AUGUST 3, 2012 | AGES: 9-16
TUITION: $400 PER CAMPER OR $700

GRANDPARENT/GRANDCHILD OR PARENT/CHILD
Activities include:

Invasive Species Watch, Land Navigation, Environmental Advocacy
101, Fish Identification and Printing, Sustainable Living, Intro to
Firearms Safety, Shoreline Management, Freshwater Testing &
Macroinvertibrate Search, Canoe Skills, Campfire Songs and Stories,
Climbing Wall, Natural Resource Planning, Bog Walk, Outdoor
Survival, Fly Fishing and Tying, Campout and Cookout, Intro to
Archery. 
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REGISTER EARLY - ALL CAMPS REQUIRE $100 NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT
Camper’s Name:

Age: Male or Female:

Home Phone: (                                 )

Cell Phone: (                                 )

Work Phone: (                                 )

Email:

Parent / Guardian Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Has child attended prior Deep Portage Camp?

Does child have Firearms Safety Certificate?

■■ Upland Bird Camp ($400).................................................. July 22-27, 2012

■■ Izaak Walton League Camp 

($400 or $700 w/Parent or Grandparent) ....................... July 29-August 3, 2012

■■ Mini Camp ($200) .............................................................. July 1-3, 2012

■■ Forkhorn I ($400 or $360 for MHDA Members) ............. Indicate 1, 2, 3, 4 Choice

June 10-15, 2012

June 17-22, 2012

July 22-27, 2012 (all girls)

August 5-10, 2012

■■ Forkhorn II ($400 or $360 for MHDA Members) ............ Indicate 1 & 2 Choice

June 17-22, 2012

July 8-13, 2012

■■ Forkhorn III ($400 or $360 for MHDA Members) ........... July 29-August 3, 2012

Are you sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters, 

Ruffed Grouse Society, Pheasants Forever, or Other? ............. ■■ Yes  ■■ No 

Local Chapter Name:
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CALL:
(218) 682-2325

WRITE:
Deep Portage Conservation Reserve

2197 Nature Center Drive NW
Hackensack, MN 56452

E-MAIL:
portage@uslink.net

WEBSITE:
www.deep-portage.org

Explore Winter at Deep Portage!
Winter is a wonderful time of year to explore the
northwoods. Located in Cass County, Deep Portage is a
meeting place for community, education, and the
environment. We have over 20 kilometers of classically
groomed cross-country ski trails for skiers of all levels
and plenty of beautiful backcountry to discover on
snowshoes. Our Interpretive Center offers a great place to
warm up while you explore our interactive displays.
Come out and explore with us!


