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Deep Portage
Learning Center
2197 Nature Center Dr. NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
Phone: (218)-682-2325

www.deep-portage.org

Our Mission:

Through the exploration of woods,
water, and wildlife, Deep Portage
prepares and inspires learners of
all ages to sustain and celebrate
our natural world.

Who Are We:

We are a nonprofit overnight
environmental education center
located on more than 6,000 acres
of lakes, bogs, rivers, and
woodlands. For nearly fifty years,
we have provided extraordinary
outdoor experiences for school
groups, campers, families, and all
who love the great outdoors.
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New Mindfulness Trail

Deep Portage has reinvigorated an existing trail into a new
“Mindfulness Traill” It includes 5 instructional signs which guide you
through different exercises that connect you with nature and bring
down the stress of everyday life. The trail, including the walk from the
building and back, is 0.6 miles long round-trip. The Mindfulness Trail
starts near Intersection 12 and walks through scenic forest and bog
ecosystems.

There are 5 signs placed throughout
the loop trail. They include the
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- Stand with your ot hip-width apart,plr

following practices;

e Grounding Practice

e Enchantment Practice

e Nature Sit Spot

e Mindfulness of Your Senses

e Breathing Practice

Thank you to our partners including Boreal Bliss Yoga Retreats and
Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) Cass County for
helping us achieve our goal in making this trail. Also, thank you to the
community organizations Longville Area Community Foundation,
Longville Area Women of Today, and Walker Rotary Club for helping
us support this project.

Check out the Northwoods Experience segment on Lakeland PBS all
about the new Mindfulness Trail by clicking HERE.

www.deep-portage.org


https://www.deep-portage.org/
https://www.deep-portage.org/
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L823643?yr=cur&m=&rank=mrec
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/deep-portage-conservation-reserve
https://www.facebook.com/DeepPortage/
https://www.instagram.com/deepportage/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG7qEyUd8jzXORnD5YvsgrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHTP-k436mY
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DONATE TO DEEP PORTAGE

There are a few ways you can help support Deep Portage.
Please take a look at the different donation methods below. Your
contribution goes towards educating kids about the environment
and other programs in environmental education, resources
management , conservation, recreation, and community services.

Deep Portage Learning Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, and donations are tax-deductible.

“BRICK BY BRICK” DONATION

The donation for a brick in our brick P
hallway has increased to a donation of L
$150. This gift of a personalized, engraved ¢
brick will be displayed at Deep Portage as
a reminder of your support of our
environmental education programs.

$75 MUG DONATION

Each year Deep Portage puts out a collectible
mug with a critter you might find at Deep
Portage. The 2026 art features an ermine block
print created by Rachel Pace, a multimedia artist
out of northern Minnesota. Look out for these
mugs in the New Year!

MATCHING GIFTS

Double your impact! Does your employer match gifts? View a
list of Minnesota companies that have matching gift programs
here.

IRA GIVING

If you are the age of 70 1/2 or older, you can make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution (QCD) annually from your IRA account.
You can donate up to $108,000 total to one or more non-profits
each year. This will avoid income taxes on the funds you give
directly to Deep Portage.

STOCKS. BONDS. MUTUAL FUNDS

You can gift stocks, bonds, or mutual fund shares to a non-profit
while avoiding the capital gains taxes. You can also receive a
federal income tax deduction for the current value of the gift.

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

Make charitable gifts over time by creating a donor-advised
fund. In most cases, you can earn a tax deduction. These are
offered at investment firms and community foundations such as
St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation.
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Hooked on Learning: New Ice Fishing Gear Makes a
Big Splash at Deep Portage

Deep Portage is excited to share that we were recently awarded a Minnesota
DNR No Child Left Inside grant - an opportunity that allowed us to partner with
The One Stop in Longville to significantly upgrade our ice fishing program. While
Bass Pond sits just steps from our back door and has always offered a perfect
setting for hands-on outdoor education, this new equipment ensures that students
and staff can enjoy the experience in comfort.

Thanks to the grant, our teaching team now has access to three insulated
Otter houses, Mr. Buddy heaters, new fish finders, and a full set of rods and
reels. As any seasoned outdoor educator will tell you, having the right tools can
make all the difference. The proper gear helps students stay warm, engaged, and
enthusiastic, while giving our staff the support they need to create meaningful
learning moments on the ice.

At Deep Portage, we still appreciate the ol’ fashioned traditions of Minnesota
winter, but we also know that a little comfort and a few more bites go a long way
toward “hooking” the next generation of curious, confident, and conservation-
minded anglers. With chilly temperature already tightening ice on the pond, we're
excited to break out the new gear and start making fishing memories with the
Milaca middle schoolers when they arrive in mid-December.
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2026 Winter Rendezvous

We are pleased to invite you to enjoy a day of outdoor winter fun at our
annual Winter Rendezvous! Participants spend the day in friendly competition
trying out activities such as axe throwing, snow snakes, spear throwing, and more.
High scorers in all age classes even bring home an award! If you are less athletically-
inclined, have no fear - you even get points for eating some hot-off-the-griddle
johnny cakes. A tasty hot lunch inside our Dining Hall during the event is sure to
warm you on even the coldest of days. Bring your family, bring a date, bring your
friends - it's good fun for everyone!

When: Where: Cost:
Saturday, January 24th, 2026 Deep Portage « $15 peradult
10am-2:30am 2197 Nature Center Dr. NW « $10 per youth

Hackensack, MN 56452 « $50 family bundle
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New Snowmobile Expands Cross-Country Skiing

Opportunities for Students and Visitors Alike

Deep Portage has long been proud
of its winter programming, and this
season we're excited to share an
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upgrade that will benefit both our
students and the wider community.
Deep Portage recently purchased a
new Ski-Doo Expedition LE
snowmobile dedicated to grooming
and maintaining our 10+ miles of

classic cross-country ski trails

Cross-country skiing is a cornerstone
of our winter education classes, giving students a chance to explore the outdoors,
build skills, and experience first hand the beauty of Minnesota’s winter landscape.
But the trails aren’t just for students - Deep Portage's ski trails are open and free to
the public. If you haven't visited yet, we invite you to come discover some of the
finest ski trails in Cass County.

The new snowmobile ensures
that we can keep these trails in
top condition throughout the
winter, providing smooth, safe,
and enjoyable skiing for
everyone who steps into a pair
of skis.

Trail grooming and upkeep are

made possible in part by
generous community support. When you're out enjoying the trails this winter, keep

an eye out for QR codes posted at trailheads, scanning them offers a quick and easy
way to donate to Deep Portage and help sustain our ski program for years to come.

See you out on the trails!
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